Lang Pioneer Village Museum Volunteer Position

Position Title:   Interpretation Volunteer

Purpose:  The Interpretation Volunteer supports Lang Pioneer Village Museum by learning and interpreting early 19th Century rural Ontario lifestyles to visitors.  Costumed interpreters bring the village to life for visitors by enacting daily living within the village and demonstrating historic trades or crafts.  Interpreters may specialize in the history and activities of a particular building or trade or craft and in this way bring an expertise to the work that they do within the village.  Volunteers interpret during regular days in the village, at special events, and for school tours.

Key Responsibilities:  

· Learn historical information relating to placement within the village

· Interpret daily living in a 19th Century rural Ontario community

· Demonstrate historic trades or crafts

· Teach history in an informal, peaceful setting to the public

· Wear a period costume and be responsible for care and general cleaning of assigned costume

· Provide excellent customer service to visitors

Supervisor of Position:  Education Coordinator and/or Special Events & Volunteer Coordinator
Duration of Position:  The Interpretation Volunteer position is a seasonal placement.  The volunteer will commit to a minimum of two days or more per month for the duration of the season (June – September).  During the off-season (September to December), Volunteer Interpreters may continue to interpret at Special Events and in the school program. The volunteer interpreter schedule is determined one month in advance.

Qualifications: 

· Strong customer service and communication skills; ability to engage and converse with visitors of all ages and backgrounds

· Enjoy reading and learning new information; interest in 19th century history 

· Must be able to deal with a fire in a cook stove and or open hearth (training provided) 

· Prior knowledge of or willingness to learn and practice a traditional craft or trade

· Teaching experience an asset, but not required

· Interest and skill in gardening an asset 

Working Conditions:

· Occasional work in an outdoor environment with exposure to seasonal temperatures, direct sunlight and insects

· Occasional exposure to chemical substances from paints and adhesives, mould and dust when working with artifacts

Support Provided:  All volunteers are provided with an orientation to Lang Pioneer Village.  In addition, the Volunteer Interpreter will work under the supervision of the Education Coordinator or the Special Events & Volunteer Coordinator at Lang Pioneer Village Museum.  Volunteer Interpreters will be provided with training specific to the building(s) or activities in which they will be interpreting. Volunteer Interpreters will have access to Lang Pioneer Village Museum’s research library in order to enhance their knowledge and improve interpretation. 
