Lang Pioneer Village Museum Volunteer Position

Position Title:   Historical Research Volunteer

Purpose:  The Historical Research Volunteer supports Lang Pioneer Village Museum’s public and educational programming and exhibit design in order to authentically recreate, as accurately as possible, the rural history of Peterborough County.  Research conducted by the Historical Research Volunteer will expand the knowledge base for interpreters in the village enabling them to relay to the visitors interesting information and stories relating to the artifacts and local history.

Key Responsibilities:  

· Expanding the base of interesting and relevant historical information for staff and interpreters at the village

· Stimulates interpretation in the village by researching and providing stories of local relevance

· Sourcing local and national historic documents through library, archival and internet searches, in order to fulfill needs relating to upcoming special events or demonstrations & exhibits

· Research documents should be sourced from primary and secondary sources and final documentation should include references of sources
Supervisor of Position:  Special Events & Volunteer Coordinator and/or Exhibit Artist and/or Communications and Retail Operations Coordinator and/or Education Program Coordinator (depending on which staff member is requiring the research)
Duration of Position:  The Historical Research Volunteer will commit to research projects on a per project basis.  The time commitment for each project will depend on the scope of the project.

Qualifications: 

· A keen interest in history
· Well-developed reading comprehension, research skills, critical thinking and writing abilities.
· Computer skills and word processing and internet skills
· Knowledge of archives and library systems and asset
Working Conditions:

· Extensive use of computers
· Occasional exposure to mould and dust when working with artifacts

Support Provided:  All volunteers are provided with an orientation to Lang Pioneer Village.  In addition, the supervising staff member will discuss the scope and aim of each project the volunteer takes on and will be available on an ongoing basis to answer questions and provide other assistance as needed.

The Historical Research Volunteer will have access to the research library at Lang Pioneer Village Museum, as well as access to a computer for word processing and internet research. 

